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Skies to Conquer:
A Year Inside the Air Force Academy
by Diana Jean Schemo
Former New York Times reporter Diana Jean Schemo’s behind the scenes look at the United States Air Force Academy

In SKIES TO CONQUER: A Year Inside the Air Force Academy (Wiley; May 2010; ISBN: 978-0-470-04637-1; $25.95 / Hardcover) Diana Jean Schemo offers the first ever in-depth look at the experiences of cadets at the United States Air Force Academy, in their own voices. Schemo follows a unit of cadets, the Fighting Bulldawgs of Squadron 13, through a year at America’s youngest and most embattled service academy. 

From the moment they arrive, standing on the same painted footprints where thousands of aspiring officers have stood before them, we follow the campaign to shatter their identities, and then rebuild them in the academy's image. 

Schemo chronicles the odyssey of four initiates typical of every incoming class: a young woman who had completed Junior ROTC in high school, and believed the air force offered her the best chance of seeing combat; a recruited athlete from Georgia, who openly declares he would leave, if not for the free tuition; a Californian who sets her sights on outer space; and the son of a rocket scientist, schooled at home along with his nine siblings. 

Schemo, who covered the sexual assault scandals of 2003, returned to the Colorado Springs academy after the news cycle moved on, for a broader and more sustained look at a place that much of America was coming to know only through its clashes with civilian society. In SKIES TO CONQUER, she offers us a richly textured chronicle of an institution and people wrestling with change in real time, to produce America’s next generation of military leaders.

SKIES TO CONQUER also tracks upperclassmen, for whom molding the newcomers stands as their first lesson in leadership: a cadet officer whose father graduated from Squadron 13 before him, and whose younger brother would follow him into the squadron; a flight jock with two 

startlingly different sides to his nature; and an African-American cadet with top grades, who nevertheless worries that he must prove his worth.

SKIES TO CONQUER:
· Follows cadets in all grades, with insights on day-to-day academy life and training

· Written by a veteran reporter, two-time foreign correspondent and Pulitzer Prize nominee, with excellent contacts at the Air Force Academy

· Includes 38 black-and-white photographs

Their transformations unfold at an institution that is, itself, under intense pressure to change, after back-to-back scandals involving sexual assault and religious coercion by Christian fundamentalists. Beyond the scrutiny, the nature of air power is in flux, as unmanned drones and robots take on ever-greater roles in modern warfare, encroaching on the once-unchallenged primacy of fighter pilots. 

In a world bound by tradition and ritual, Schemo observes the academy’s leadership as it searches for a new balance, redrawing training events to deter abuse and render them more professional, while curbing the historically Godlike power of upperclassmen over initiates. Among older cadets, the oversight breeds skepticism, a sense that the brass is diluting the very essence of officer training.

Please Visit Us At:

www.SkiesToConquer.com
www.twitter.com/skiestoconquer 

About the Author

Diana Jean Schemo, a veteran journalist and foreign bureau chief at the Baltimore Sun and the New York Times, has covered poverty and child abuse, culture, religion, and education. Her reports have tracked rebels in Colombia, counterfeiting in Paraguay, and indentured servitude in Brazil. She has written from more than twenty-five countries and regions, including Somalia, Iraq, Israel, and the Amazon.
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